
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



vol. i, No. 4 Thomas Ashe's Travels 575 

conclusive in forming his opinion on the subject. "We felt no resentment 
against the Traveller on account of his slanders. He was "labouring in 
his vocation, ' ' writing a book for sale, to catch the pence of the credulous, 
indifferent whether he published truths or falsehoods, and perhaps like 
Moore & "Weld, expecting a pension from the British government as a re- 
ward for abusing the Yankey rebels. But we were surprised that the 
learned professor of the Philadelphia College who had made the antiqui- 
ties of his own country his particular study, should have made such 
ridiculous tales as those of Ashe the subject of a formal publick enquiry, 
and then as publickly have failed to contradict them. However, since 
the publication of his letter in a late Reporter, noticing the "remains of 
four vast cities in the province of Cappeachy, " * no body is surprised that 
the story about the catacombs, should have taken hold of the professor's 
imagination. He is considered something like the present contributors 
to the Gentlemens Magazine, (who write only about old inscriptions on 
Tombs, old churches and depositories of dead mens bones) as an inquirer 
after things of no importance to any human being; — as a credulous 
good easy man of much reading & but little common sense. 4 No question 
but some other "Ashe" has found out his foible and played upon his 
credulity. For the credit of the literature of our country, we regret, 
that the professor should suffer himself to be imposed upon so frequently. 
But as it will only furnish him with some harmless amusement & be at- 
tended with no other consequence to any human being, we regret it upon 
no other account. "With a few remarks upon a passage in the doctor's 
letter, we will dismiss the subject. The doctor says, that "this discovery 
strangely confirms his idea of the great antiquity of America." "Why do 
not writers express their ideas distinctly? America is certainly "a re- 
main of Ancient times. ' ' The rocks & earth of which it is composed are 
as old no doubt as those of the other portions of the Globe. However the 
learned doctor however perhaps does not allude to the country, but its 
population. He should have then have said so. But of what importance 
is it to the world whether America has been peopled 500 or 5000 years? 

A Ku Kijtrx Document 
The document reproduced below is the so-called " Ritual" of 
a local secret organization known to its members as "No. 298." 
This order flourished in the Florida parishes of Louisiana be- 
tween 1872 and 1877 when the rule of the reconstructionists was 
at its worst. I am informed that this paper contains all about 

* Is there such a Province! 

* This is in direct contradiction to the critical estimate of Doctor Barton contained 
in the sketch in The Portfolio. The author of this calls particular attention to his 
skepticism and incredulity in scientific matters. 
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the order of "No. 298" that was ever reduced to writing. A 
congressional investigating committee could hardly find fault 
with the almost meaningless statements made in this official doc- 
ument of the organization. In this respect the papers of "No. 
298" resemble those of most other secret political organizations 
of the time ; they are all innocent enough to the uninitiated and 
it is quite probable that few of them had any real or hidden 
meaning. Probably they were designed to mislead the curious 
and unfriendly. 

"No. 298" had chapters or "conclaves" in several of the 
Florida parishes of Louisiana — among them East and West 
Feliciana, East Baton Eouge and Livingston. Prominent men 
were included in the membership, among them the commanding 
officer of the federal troops in that district. The latter was able 
to render service to his fellow members when the United States 
deputy marshals were after them. On one occasion a deputy 
marshal came up from New Orleans with warrants for several 
leading members of "No. 298" and asked for the aid of the 
troops. The commander took the list of names and marked 
"col." (colored) after the names of those most in danger on ac- 
count of "bulldozing" activities. The deputy marshal, aided 
by the soldiers, spent some time looking for Negroes who bore 
the names marked on the list ; the real owners of the names had 
time to escape. 

The manuscript from which this reprint is made was given me 
by Mr. Philip H. Jones of Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Originally 
it was the property of the Jackson (Louisiana) "Conclave of the 
Order No. 298." 

Walteb L. Fleming 

ORDER NO. 298 
[Blind the candidate] 

1st. Opening Ode. 

2nd. Great Jehovah, descend now and fill this room with thy glory 
and our hearts with thy good will towards all mankind. Teach us humil- 
ity, in this, our initiatory step in advancing another Brother to fellow- 
ship with us. May we at all times find true pleasure in advancing the 
objects of our Order ; the extension and perpetuity of science, literature 
and liberty. 

3rd. The Candidate is seated in chair, facing the Worthy Master. 



vol. i, No. i A Ku Klux Document 577 

4th. Reading 1st, 2nd, 11th, 20th, 21st and 22nd versea of Proverbs. 

5th. The Candidate, standing, the Marshal says: "Worthy Master, 

I have the pleasure of presenting Mr. for initiation into our 

ancient mysteries." 

W. M. Brother Marshal, is he prepared and qualified ? 

Marshal. He is. 

W. M. By what other right does he demand this honor? 

Marshal. By right of a pass word. 

W. M. Has he our pass word ? 

Marshal. He has not, but I have it, and will communicate it for him. 

W. M. Advance and communicate it. 

Marshal advances and communicates it. 

W. M. The pass word is right. (To candidate) Thus far have you 
gone, do you wish to proceed? [The candidate having answered in the 
affirmative the oath is administered.] 

Obligation. 

I, of my own free will, do voluntarily swear or affirm, that I 

will not reveal any of the secrets connected with this Order, that shall in 
any manner come to my knowledge, to any human being, neither will I 
make any mark or sign, or do anything whatever, whereby the same may 
be made known or discovered, except to a person who I know has been 
regularly initiated, or in open conclave and then only in the manner and 
form, in which they are communicated to me. All of which I swear, 
without any equivocation or mental reservation whatever. Binding my- 
self under the penalty of being deprived of liberty or life, at the option 
of my comrades, so help me God. 

W. M. (To Candidate who is prompted by the Marshal.) "Where 
were you born? 

Marshal. In Persia. 

W. M . "Were you born free? 

Marshal. I was. 

W. M. "Who was King of Persia at that time? 

Marshal. Abdul Ad Hazed. 

"W. M. then instructs in pass word and grip. 

W. M. There is a short legend connected with our order which I will 
now recite to you. Partially explanatory of the scene through which we 
are now passing, in the year 193 A. Ad. H. was King of Persia. A. Ad. 
H. was a, very bitter and tyrannical monarch and his subjects were sel- 
dom seen to smile. It was his custom to wander among them alone and 
in disguise to discover who might speak ill of him, and then severely 
punish them. On one of these occasions, while wandering through the 
country, without the city limits, he encountered a large number of people 
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marching around a pole, which was surmounted by the mysterious num- 
bers "298." These people were apparently in great glee, and the King 
was astonished to see so much joy among them. When the King ex- 
pressed his surprise, he was informed that they Were in possession of 
certain great secrets that made them jubilant. The King then desired 
to have these secrets communicated to him, which the people consented 
to, provided he would deposit a certain amount of money and receive 
them in the same manner and form in which they had been communi- 
cated to them. 

And now, my Brother, if you wish to follow the example of our illus- 
trious predecessor, Ab. Ad. H. and be entrusted with these secrets, you 
will allow yourself to be placed in proper position by the Marshal, for 
the reception of the same. 

Marshal. W. M., the candidate is in proper position. 

W. M. Now brother Marshal, you have my permission to impart to 
him the secrets. 



